The efficiency of the activated sludge process depends on the formation of the active clot which forms the nucleus of sludge formation and thus facilitates the removal of solid putrescible organic matter. The mechanism of the formation of this clot has been studied by a number of workers commencing with Fowler's observations (1916, 1922) suggested that the activated sludge process ' can be referred entirely to bacterial activity', the ideal being to produce a mass of active bacteria of the desired type, which would then function under the best possible conditions. Ardern and Lockett (1914) (Ardern and Lockett, 1914 (Pillai, 1941) 
